
 

 

SCIENCE UNDER 5’ 
Rules and Requirements 

Science Under 5’ is the second edition of the scientific pitch competition 

organised within the Symposium on Bioengineering. Its goal is to provide an 

opportunity for participants to showcase their work to a broad audience, made 

up of both students and prominent figures in their field.  Participants can 

undergo a true experience on Scientific Communication and Public Speaking, 

which contributes to their overall education.  

 

Three elements will be considered for evaluation: a brief abstract, the pitch 

itself (as the most relevant element), and the public’s vote. Any work submitted 

must be an original production/research, and should pertain to the scientific 

area of Bioengineering, which includes Biomedical Engineering, Biomolecular 

Technology and Biological Engineering. Every work will be evaluated together, 

regardless of its scientific area.



 

 

1. ELIGIBILITY 

1.1. The abstract submitted must correspond to an original production/scientific 

research developed during the course of a Licentiate/Bachelor’s or Master’s 
degree. 

1.2. If the abstract has multiple authors, the author chosen as presenting author 

and assigned as responsible for the submission should be a student during 
the development of the project. The supervisor should sign an authorisation 
that states they allow the submission.  

1.3. The presenting author has to be registered for the event (before or after 
submission). 

1.4. Registration for the event should be confirmed via email to 
symbio@nebfeupicbas.pt, until 23h:59m of the 14th of March, considering: 

1.4.1. The email’s subject should be “[Science Under 5’] - Registration 
Confirmation (author’s first and last name)” 

1.4.2. The email should contain the full name of the author, as well as his 

Registration ID (which will be sent via e-mail after registration). 

  



 

 

2. SUBMISSION 

2.1. Each person can only submit one abstract. 

2.2. To submit the abstract, the responsible author must take the following steps:  

2.2.1. Send the abstract via email to symbio@nebfeupicbas.pt until 
23h:59m of the 7th of March, considering the following:  

● The email's subject should be "[Science Under 5’] Abstract - 
(author’s first and last name)". 

● The email body should contain the full name of the author, as 
well as his affiliation, and the title of the submission. 

● If applicable, the email should have annexed a signed 
authorisation from the supervisor. A template is available on 
request. 

● The abstract must have no more than 1 page and may include 
annexes with figures/tables.  

● The abstract should cover the topics: authors names and 
affiliations, introduction, methods, results/discussion, 
conclusions.  

● The abstract must be written in English.  

2.2.2. Abstracts sent after the deadline and/or not meeting the above 
requirements will not be accepted.  



 

 

3. PRE-SELECTION 

3.1. The submitted abstracts will undergo an initial selection process to assure 

quality and adequacy to the event's theme. Authors whose abstracts are 
admitted for presentation will be notified until the 19th of March.  

3.2. A maximum number of 6 abstracts will be selected for presentation. 

 

4. ORAL PRESENTATION AND EVALUATION 

4.1. Every abstract that passes the initial selection process must be presented to 

the audience and jury for evaluation on the 27th of March 2021 at the 
Science Under 5’ panel (the schedule will be disclosed closer to the event).  

4.2. Contestants are required to answer questions from the jury after the 
presentation. 

4.3. The audience present in the event will be asked to give an overall evaluation 
of the pitch presentation and the series of questions on a scale of 0 to 10. 
The final value for each presentation will result from the average of all the 

answers received from the public.   

4.4. The evaluation will be based on the initial abstract (20%), a pitch 
presentation (70%) and the public’s vote (10%). 

4.5. Presentations are to be made in English and should last no longer than 5 
minutes.   



 

 

4.6. The jury is composed by the members of the Symposium's Scientific 
Committee. External expert members might be invited to the jury under 

particular circumstances. The referred jury will also be responsible for the 
initial selection of the abstracts.  

4.7. If the responsible author fails to attend the presentation, his/her work will 

not be considered. 

 

5. RESULTS AND PRIZES 

5.1. Results will be released after jury deliberation and announced live at the 

event, at the Closing Session of the 3rd day of the Symposium.  

5.2. The jury's decision is final.  

5.3. The first place will receive 250€ in cash, the second place will receive 150€ 

in cash, and the third place will receive 75€ in cash. The first three places will 
also receive a free entry to the XIII Symposium on Bioengineering.  

 

6. AMENDS 

6.1. Núcleo de Estudantes de Bioengenharia – FEUP/ICBAS reserves the right to 
amend these terms and conditions without prior notice. Eventual 
amendments will be publicly announced, in the Symposium's Facebook Page, 

and/or communicated by e-mail to already enrolled contestants.   

 

https://www.facebook.com/symposiumbioengineering/


 

 

7. CONTACTS 

7.1. Please address any questions to symbio@nebfeupicbas.pt under the subject 

“[Science Under 5’] Question”. 

7.2. The templates for supervisor authorisation can be requested by email to 
symbio@nebfeupicbas.pt. 


